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It was with a lot of pomp and fanfare that 

the LHDA welcomed back staff into the 

new year (2017) with a  Back –to-School 

event on Friday 27 January. Featuring a 

‘spaghetti and marshmallows’ game and 

a brainteaser  over the LHDA Values the 

event was a big hit with staff who rel-

ished the opportunity to model their yes-

teryear school uniforms and enjoyed the 

famed ‘Makoenya and atchar’ cuisine of 

the day. 

Prizes of sweets were awarded to those 

who excelled in the activities of the day 

and a spirit of solidarity was  forged with 

the hope that it will last us the rest of the 

year. The pictures below and  opposite 

tell the tales of the day... 

 

  

  

  

  



P A G E  2  

 

 

 

 

   W A T E R  W A V E S  

As its contribution to excellent service 

delivery, the LHDA heeded a call from 

the Right Honourable the Prime Minis-

ter and took part in the Public Service 

Day celebrations held in Ha Mokha-

linyane on the 15th December 2016 to 

recognize those government minis-

tries and parastatals that have ex-

celled in service delivery. 

 

The LHDA takes part in annual Public 

Service Day Celebrations which takes 

place in November. These celebra-

tions are often celebrated in the 

Setsoto Stadium where all Govern-

ment ministries, parastatals and other 

service providers erect their stalls in 

order to showcase their products and 

services. The 2016 celebrations took 

a different turn when the Right Hon-

ourable the Prime Minister, Dr. Paka-

litha Mosisili requested all participants 

to deviate from how the celebrations 

are always held. He instead requested 

all participants to take part in a Fun 

Walk where they would walk from 

Tholo Primary to a chosen place and 

then plant trees as part of giving back 

to the community of Ha Mokhalinyane. 

 

While addressing the multitudes that 

had gathered for the Corporate Social 

Investment event, the Prime Minister 

stated that trees are a vital tool for en-

vironmental protection as well as a 

sustainable source of energy, 

“planting trees in areas like this is 

good for preventing soil erosion since 

trees are capable of holding soil parti-

cles together, again, given the fact 

that most people do not have access 

to electricity, trees are also of invalua-

ble benefit because they can be used 

as a source of heat and for cooking”  

On the issue of awards, the Prime 

Minister pointed out that it is always 

fitting to give awards to those hard-

working people and government Min-

istries as that in itself is an incentive 

that spurs people or ministries into de-

livering quality service in a timely and 

orderly manner, “nothing is more be-

coming than to recognize people who 

are committed to helping other people 

and encourage them to continue to do 

so”. 

The event was graced by the pres-

ence of high ranking officials from the  

all government ministries. 

 

 

TREES FOR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

As a token of its appreciation for the 
welfare of the Basotho nation, the Le-
sotho Highlands Development Author-
ity jointly with the Lesotho Mounted 
Police Services successfully recov-
ered a body from the Maqalika dam 
days after a fruitless search for the 
missing body commenced. 
 
On the 17th January 2017, a twenty-
year old boy drowned on the north-
western part of the Maqalika dam 
prompting the Lesotho Mounted Po-
lice Services to enlist the support of its 
divers to recover the body. The 
search went on unsuccessfully for the 
next 9 days after which the LMPS 
sought expertise and equipment from 
the Lesotho Highlands Development 
Authority to help recover the body. 
 
In order to help the Body Recovery 
Unit of the LMPS, the LHDA deployed 
the Remotely Operated Vehicle 
(ROV). This is an electrically powered 
unmanned vehicle which is tethered to 
the host ship by a load-carrying umbil-
ical cable. To enable the ROV to take 
underwater pictures, it is fitted with 
video camera and lights.  
 
 
The LHDA uses the ROV in order to 
carry out the following underwater 
tasks: taking water samples, measur-
ing water clarity, temperature, density, 
sound velocity, light penetration, and 
temperature. 

 
 

 

LHDA COMES TO THE RESCUE 

Remote Operated Vehicle 

The SOU team near the drowning site 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

Following the deployment of the ROV 

at 12:00, the victim’s body was recov-

ered the same day at around 17:15 on 

the location far away from the drowning 

site.  

Speaking on the same occasion, the 

officer in charge of the operation, In-

spector Letsielo Mabitle thanked the 

LHDA for having come in handy with its 

equipment in order to bring closure to 

the sad story, “we are grateful for the 

LHDA’s contribution in ensuring that we 

recover the body and allow the family 

to make funeral arrangements. We 

trust that this is not the last time the 

LHDA gives us a helping hand”.  

Mabitle went on to add that they are 

often called in to assist with body re-

coveries especially when schools are 

closed for Christmas as temperatures 

soar to such heights that children often 

find solace in the cool Maqalika Dam. 

 

 

Joint SOU/LHDA scouting operation 

The LHDA boat used during the body-

recovery operation  


